ORDINANCE NO. R {p - 00 2

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VINCENT,
ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:

§ESE£9§M$4, For the purpose of this Ordinance. the
followingfwofds and phrésés shall hé?e the meaﬁings fespeétively
ascribed to them by this Section, to-wit:

DOG.  Such term shall include either male or female dogs
and shall mean and include pet foxes, wolves, and members of the
canine family, provided that no such animal shall be deemed to
be dog within the term of this Ordinance unless it is three (3)
Months old or over.

OWNER. Any person owning, harboring or keeping a dog with-
ih the City, or who has right of properﬁy in a dog or who has a dog
tn his care or acts as its custodian or who permits a dog to remain
on or about the premises occupied by him.

VICIOUS DOG. The term is hereby defined as a dog which

has bitten or which, without provocation, shall bite or fiercely
dttack any person or other animal. Tt shall be prima facie evidence
that 5 dog is a vicious dog if it shall without provocation bite
or shall fiercely attack any person or any other animal.
KEEPING. ''Keeping' shall include harboring or confining.
SECTION 2. It shall be the duty of the Chief of Police of
the City of Vincent, Alabama, to enforce the provisions of this
Ordinance, to attempt to rid the City of stray, homeless, unclaimed
amd diseased dogs, to coordinate the functions of the humane officer
with the work of the county rabies inspector and the Shelby County
Health Department, and to perform such other duties as may be presci .
scribed by the City Council.

SECTION 3. ANTMAL INOCULATION REQUIRED. It shall be

Unjawful for any person to own, POSSess, keep or harbor a dog with-

in the City without having such dog inoculated annually for rabies,

as required by SECTION 3-7-2, Code of Alabama 1975




SECTIQN 4. ‘ INOCULATION TAG~-REQUIRED ON DOGS AT LARGE.

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit to run or be upon a
Street, alley, sidewalk, thoroughfare or public place within the
City, unless secured by a suitable leash, any dog which does not

have attached to it a dog inoculation tag, as required by

SECTION 3-7-4, Code of Alabama 1975 . Nothing contained in this

section shall be construed as permitting any such dog, whether tagged
or untagged, to - ecome a nuisance or to run at large upon the premises
of any person other than the owner thereof.

SECTION 5. INOCULATION TAG-TO BE WORN ONLY BY DOG FOR WHICH ISSUED.

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit or allow any dog in his

charge or control to wear a dog inoculation tag issued for a different

dog.

SECTION 6. IMPOUNDING OF DOGS AT LARGE NOT BEARING CURRENT

INOCULATION TAG OR VIOLATING OTHER CITY ORDINANCE. Any dog which is

found at large on any street, alley, sidewalk, thoroghfare or public
place in the City of Vincent which does not have attached an inoculation
tag duly issued for it for the then current year,is hereby declared

to be a public nuisance, and it shall be the duty of the Animal Control
Officer to take up and impound in the County Shelter every such dog.

Any such dog, so impounded may be retaken within seven (7) days of
impoundment, by the owner, after first paying 5.00 per day of impound-
ment and showing proof of rabies inoculation or purchasing certificate
for rabies inoculations. Every dogwhich has remained at the shelter for
seven (7) days shall become a ward of the shelter.

Diseased or injured dogs impoundedunder this section shall be
destroyed by the Animal Control Officer in a humane manner without delay.
Tt shall be unlawful for any dog wheather wearing collar, or tag to
distrub garbage, any such dog must be confined to owners property
a8t 211 times wheather by humane tether, fence or on a leash under

ontrol of a responsible person.



SECTION 7. DOG RETENTION PERIOD AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE;

NOTICE; CONFINEMENT PERIOD

In order to determine which dogs in the city are stray or homeless
dogs, the police officer of the City is hereby authorized to set
apart and designate a period of seven (7) days whenever he deems

it necessary, in which all owners in the City shall be required

to keep their dogs on their oﬁn premises unless fastened to a
suitable leash not more than eight (8) feet in length. Such period
shall be known as the Mdog retention period'". During such period

it shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dog to run at
large in the City. In designating such period, the police;officer
shall give notice of the seven-day period designated by him as the
dog retention period and shall publish such notice in some newspaper
of general circulation in the City at least once a week for two (2)
consecutive weeks prior to such period and shall also give notice of
the same in such other manneras he may deem appropriate.

SECTION 8. DOG RETENTION PERIOD ~ IMPOUNDING OF DOGS AT LARGE

DURING PERIOD.

During any dog retention period, all dogs found running at large
or off the ﬂremises of the owner thereof, unless secured by a suitable
leash of not more than eight (8) feet in lenght, shall be impounded

and shall be kept in the City Pound for a period of five (5) days

beyond such dog retention period. During such five (5) days, the owner - =" Zi:

of any such dog may claim the same by paying the board bill and impounding
fee prescribed by Shelby County, provided that no such dog shall be

eleased from the pound until it has been inoculated for rabies and the

fee for such inoculation has been paid. All dogs remaining unclaimed at

the end of such five-day period shall be sold or disposed of by the pound-
master in a humane manner.

SECTION 9. COLLAR OR HARNESS REQUIRED; TAG TO BE ATTACHED ; REMOVAL

ETC., PROHIBITED.

Every dog over the ate of three (3) months shall wear a substantial



durable collar or harness, to which the inoculation tag provided

for in this Ordinance shéll be attached. It shall be unlawful to
8ttach such tag by wire, rope or other inhume means. No person shall
remove the collar or harness or inoculation tag, er éither ‘from any
dog without the consent of its owner.

SECTION 10. FEMALE DOGS IN HEAT. It shall be unlawful

for the owner or keeper of any female dog to permit the same to

Fun 4¢ large in the streets, alleys, thoroughfares or public places

of the City while in heat. Any female dog in heat found running at
large in the streets, alleys, thoroughfares, public places of the
City, whether she has attached an inoculation tag or not,is hereby
declared to be a publicnuisance and shall be impounded by the Dog
Control Officer, the humane officer or any police officer. Such female
dog may be redeemed by the owner thereof under the same terms and con-

ditions set forth in Section 6 of this Ordinance.

SECTION 11. INHUMANE TREATMENT OF DOGS PROHIBITED. It shall

be unlawful for the owner or keeper of any dog to keep same in any
enclosure or to keep the same on any leash or other restraint un-
less the same shall be so arranged that such dog at all times
shall have available water, shade and proper shelter, or to treat
a dog in any other inhumane manner.

SECTION 12. DOGS ON PREMISES OTHER THAN OWNER. Any dog,

whether wearing a tag or not, which is found upon the premises

of a person other than the owner or keeper thereof, shall at the
request of the owner of such premises, be inpounded by the Dog
Control Officer or the humiane officer, or any Police Officer,

and the owner thereof, if known, shall be notified of such impound-

ment and if not known, after remaining at the shelter for seven days

shmall become a ward of the shelter.
Diseased or injured dogs impounded under this section shall be
destroyed by the Animal Control Officer in a humane manner without

delay.



SECTION 13. OFFICERS AUTHORIZED TO GO ON PREMISES.

The police officer of the city shall have the right for the public
health, welfare and safety, to enter upon any property within the
city of its Police Jurisdiction for the purpose of complaint that
such dog has bitten a human being, or capturing any vicious dog, or
capturing any rabid dog. No person shall hinder, molest or interfere
with any such officer who is authorized or empowered to perform any
duty under this Ordinance.

SECTION 14. RABID DOGS. When any dot is apparently suffering

from rabies, any Police Bfficer may lawfully destroy such dog in a
humane manner wherever such dog is apprehended, without the necessity
of impounding the same.

SECTION 15. DOG BITING A PERSON — IMPOUNDMENY. Whenever the

Police Department or Dog Control Officer or Rabies Inspector shall
receive information that any person has been ibitten by a dog, the

Police Department, Rabies Inspector or Dog Control Officer shall have
the said dog confined under the direct care, custody and control and
supervision of a licensed veterinarian for a period of ten (10) days.

It shall be unlawful for any person having knowledge that any person

as been bitten by any such dog to refuse to notify promptly one or more
of the officers mentioned in this Section. It shall be unlawful for

the owner of any such dlog to refuse to or fail to comply with any said
recommendation made by the Dog Control Officer, Rabies Inspector or
Police Department in any particular case, It  shall be unlawful for the
owner of any such dot to refuse to deliver possession of any such dog
to said offecers demanding possion of :said dog, and the Police Department
or Rabies Inspector shall ahave the right to go~ upon the premises of
the owner of said dog and frocibly thake said dog and place said dog
with a licensed veterinarian. Any expenses incurred in the handling

of any such dog, including the fees of the licensed veterinarian and
boardof said dog, shall be borne by the owner and said dog shall not

be returned to the owner until said fees are paid to said licensed

veterinarian, if the owner refuses to pay said fees to the licensed



veterinarian and said dog is determined not to be rabid by the licensed
veterinarina, then the said veterinarian shall deliver said dot to the
pound pen and said dot shall anto be delivered or returned to the owner
until all fees and expenses have been collectedl If the owner neglects,
fails or refused to pay said fées, the said dot shall be disposed of

as provided for in Section 6 of the Ordinance. The veterinarian under
whose care a dog has been eommitted shall report the results of his
obervations of shaid dot to the person bitten or his physician, or

in the case of a minor, to the parent or physician of the minor, or
custodian/guardian of the minor.

SECTION 16. VICIOUS DOG — CONFINEMENT REQUIRED. It shall be un-

lawful for the owner or other person in charge thereof to keep in the
city a vicious dog; unless the same is securely confined, bound or
adequately leashed in such a manner as to prevent such dog from biting
or attacking a person or other animal.

SECTION 17. BARKING. Tt shall be unlawful for the owner or other

person in charge thereof to keep in the city, a dog which habitually

runs or barks at pedestrians or vehicles.

SECTTON 17A. GARBAGE. 1t shall be unlawfull and declared a public
nuisance for any dog whether wearing a tag or not té disturb garbage.

SECTION 18. ENCTOSURES FOR VICIOUS DOGS-—POSTING OF PREMISES.

Whenever a vicious dog is permitted to run at large within a wall,
fence or other structure, it shall be the duty of the owner of person
in charge of such dog to give public notice or warning that such dog
is at large within such enclosure hy conspicious posting of a written
or printed notice at every unlokded entrance to such enclosure.

SECTION 19. ENCLOSURE OF VICIOUS DOGS -- AUTHORITY OF POLICE

CHIEF WHEN ENCLOSURE DETERMINED INADEQUATE.

Whenever a vicious dog is not properly or securely confined, the Police
Department may order confinement of the dog until the owner or other person
in charge of such dog provides an enclosure which, in the opinion of the

Dog Control Officer, is adequate. Until an enclosure is provided, which

the Dog Control Officer determines to be adequate, the Dog Control Officer

or the Police Department may order confinement of such dog with such person

or organization as the Dog Control Officer shall determine, or may im-

pound said dog in the City Dog Pound. The cost of feeding and caring for



the dog shall ne paid by the owner at a rate required by Shelby

County, Alabama per "day. If the woner of such dog fails to provide

an enclosure which the Dog Control Officer determines to be adequate
within thirty (30) days, such dog may be disposed of by extermination «
or by whatever mathod selected ny the humane officer or the dog may

be disposed of as directed by the Dog Control Officer.

SECTION 20. REPORTING OF VICIOUS DOGS— SWORN STATEMENT

PROCUDURE UPON FIRST INDLCATION OF VICIOUSNESS.

Whenever any person claims that dog is vicious, he shall make a swbrn
statement before an officer authorized to administer oaths in the city,
and in said sworn statement shall set forth the reasons for the dog

to be vicious. Such sworn statement shall be delivered to the Police
Department. Upon receipt of such sworn statement, the Police Department
shall immediately make an investigation. If, in the opinion of the Chief
of Police, the dog is vicious, and if he further finds that the incident
reported is the first incident or indication of viciousness on the part
of the dog, the Dog Control Officer or the Chief of Police shall order
such dog confined, If the owner of the dog does not immediately provide
a proper enclosure, the Dog Control Officer or Police Department shall
confine such dog with such person or organization as the Police Department
shall determine or said dog may be impounded in the city Bound for a
period not exceeding thirty(30) days such dog may be disposed of by
extermination or by whatever method selected by the humane officer or
the dog may be otherwise disposed of.

SECTION 21. LIABILITY OF OWNER OF VICIOUS DOG. A person owns Or

keeps a vicious dog in the city at his own risk. If a vicious dog es-
capes from his enclosure or injures any person outside of the enclosure,
the owner of such dog shall be criminally liable, whether such escape

or injury occurred with or without the negligence of the owmer, the keeper

or any other person.

SECTION 22. PENALTIES-— FINES. A violation of any of the provisions

of this Ordinance shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person, firm or

corporation committing an offense within the corporate limits of the

city of Vincent, Alabama, or within the police jurisdiction thereof,

which is in violation of this Ordinance, shall upon conviction be punished



by a fine of not less than One Dollar (1.00) nor more that Five Hundred
($500.00) Dollars. In addition thereto, any person so convicted, may

be imprisoned or sentenced to hard labor for the city of Vincent, Alabama
for a period not exceeding six months, at the‘discretion of the court
trying the case. Provided, however, that no penalty shall consist of a
fine or sentence of improsonment exceeding the maximum fine or sentence
of imprisonment established under State Law for the commission of sub-
stantially similar offenses.

SECTION 23. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinancé shall become effective

immediately upon publication after adoption by the City Council.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VINCENT, ALABAMA, ON

THIS THE = 4f day of THazeh o >1986.

CITY OF VINCENT, ALABAMA

BY

Mayor

ATTEST:

Cit& Clerk



Said Ordinance was read at length and thereupon Councilman»!;‘Lqéng42¢4ap

moved that unanimous consent of the Council be given for the immediate
consideration of and action upon said Ordinance, which motion was seconded

by Councilperson A

Said motion for unanimous consent

was submitted to a vote of the Council and said vate resuylted as follows:

AYES: %H)mofw M abews C%M&c) ’
NAYS: M

THEREUPON, THE Mayor in open council declared said motion carried
and unanimous consent given for the immediate consideration of and action

upon said Ordinance.

Said motion for the adoption of said Ordinance was submitted to a vote

and said vote resulted as follows: z 7‘7 >
AYES: WXW WWM y 7Y% %Z‘lj&a

NAYS: Za

Thereupon, the Mayou in open council declared said motion carried

and said ordinance adopted.



